Appointment of Federal Judges – A Political Process


A.
President Appoints / Senate Confirms
1. President’s “Short List”



a. Qualifications



i. Legal / Judicial Experience



ii. Past Record



iii. ABA Rating



iv. Philosophical Compatibility with 

                            the President



b. Appointee’s Background



i. Gender, Race, Ethnicity



ii. Personal Life 



iii. Is the appointee controversial?
c. Who the Candidate is Replacing



i. Ideology/Theory of Judicial Review



ii. Unofficial Court Seats

  2. Senate Confirmation Hearings



a. Senate Judiciary Committee
i. Interviews Appointee on Judicial  Philosophy
-Constitutional Theory – Judicial    Review and Stare Decisis
-Past Decisions Made on the Bench
-May not ask how they might rule on current or future cases.
ii. Takes Testimony for and against  the appointee





-Access point for interest groups
-Thorough investigation because   of the lifetime term
iii. Recommends Confirmation or Rejection to Senate



b. Senate Confirmation Vote
  3. Past Examples
a. Sandra Day O’Connor (Reagan)
b. Clarence Thomas (Bush I)
c. Brett Kavanaugh (Trump)
