IX. Creating the United States Constitution

A. 1787 – Philadelphia Convention

B. State Delegations (except Rhode Island)

C. Issues

1. Taxation and Representation

2. Creation of a Federal Executive

3. Creation of a Federal Judiciary

4. Powers Delegated to the Federal Government

5. Process of Ratification

D. James Madison’s “Virginia Plan”

1. Purpose – Design New Constitution

2. Each State represented according to population

3. States with more population pay more federal tax

E. “New Jersey Plan”

1. Purpose – Simply Amend the Articles of Confederation

2. Each State represented equally

F. The “Great Compromise”

1. House – Virginia Plan

2. Senate – New Jersey Plan

3. Tax Bills originate in the House

4. 3/5 Compromise

G. The Presidency

1. How Selected?

a. Direct Election Disregarded 

b. Franklin’s College of Electors

2. Term Length

a. Hamilton’s “Polish King”

b. Compromise – 4 years with re-election

H. Federal Judiciary

1. Appointed by President / Confirmed by Senate

2. Lifetime Terms

3. Supreme Court

a. Presides over Lower Federal Courts

b. The “Weakest Branch”
I. Powers Delegated to the Federal Government

1. Article I, Section 8

2. “Necessary and Proper” Clause

3. Federalism – Reserved Powers to the States

4. Separation of Powers / Checks and Balances

J. Process of Ratification

1. State Ratifying Conventions

2. States Determine Delegate Selection Process

3. 9 of 13 States Needed to Ratify

X. Ratification Debates

A. Federalists v. Anti-Federalists

B. Federalist Argument

1. Articles Ineffective

2. States Too Powerful

3. The Federalist Papers
C. Anti-Federalist Argument

1. Proposed Federal Government Too Powerful

a. President will be Monarchial

b. Federal Courts will Erase State Power

c. “Necessary and Proper” Clause is a Blank Check

2. What was the purpose of the American Revolution?

