Unit 2 - Legislative Branch and Interest Groups

I. Congress – Constitutional Provisions (Constitutional Debate) – Article I

(Bi-Cameral Legislature)

a. Virginia Plan

b. New Jersey Plan

c. The “Great Compromise” of 1787

II. House of Representatives
a. Directly Elected by Voters

b. 2-Year Terms (act as delegates) 
c. Must be Age 25 to Serve; Must be a Citizen for 7 Years

i. Must Reside within Congressional District
d. Apportioned by Population – 1 per 30,000
e. House is Stricter w/ More Rules
f. Initiates Impeachment
g. Limited Debate Time
h. Rules Committee (majority party) Controls Agenda
i. House of Origination for Revenue (tax) Bills
j. Breaks Tie for President in Electoral College

III. Senate
a. Embodies Federalism – 2 per state
b. 6-Year Terms; Staggered – 1/3 Every 2 Years
Selection Process
i.  Originally – State Legislatures



ii. 17th Amendment (1913) – Direct Election

c. Must be 30 to serve; Must be a Citizen for 9 years



d.         Senators – 2 per state (act as a trustee)
 
                        e.         V.P. is President of the Senate; Votes in case of tie
                                    f.          Tries Impeachment Cases; 2/3 for Removal
                                    g.         Determines its Own Rules (so does House)
                        h. 
Confirms Presidential Appointments; Ratifies Treaties  i.          Looser Debate - filibuster allowed but limited by cloture  


j.          Provides “Advice and Consent” on Treaties and

Presidential Appointments
IV. Delegated Powers of Congress – Article I, Section 8

A. Enumerated Powers (also known as Expressed Powers)
1.
2. 

3. 
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B. Implied Powers 
                                                 1.





 2.
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 4.
C. Essential Court Cases (Pertaining to Implied Powers)

                                                i. McCulloch v. Maryland****

D. Congress’s Other Tasks

                                                1.  Congressional Oversight

2.  Increase Public Awareness of Gov’t & Societal    

     Problems






3. Representing Constituents within Government

E. Restrictions on Congress – Article I, Section 9
 1. Suspend Habeas Corpus
    2. Pass Ex Post Facto Laws
    3.  Favor One State Over Another 


i. this includes taxing any one state’s exports
    4.  No Titles of Nobility

    5.   Congress Cannot Pass Bills of Attainder

F. Reserved Powers – Powers that Belong Exclusively to the States (10th Amendment)

                                                 1. Education




 2. Regulation of Intrastate (within the states) business




             3. Healthcare / Welfare

G. Concurrent Powers – Shared by Federal & State Gov’t

    1. Collect Taxes

    2.  Build Roads
    3.  Borrow Money

    4.  Operate Courts of Law
