Unit 1 - Enlightenment Philosophers
III.    Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)

A. Tutor of English Aristocrats, Loyalist
B. What is the “Natural State of Man”?
     1.  Solitary, Poor, Nasty, Brutish, and Short
C. How to Produce Order out of Chaos?
1. Social Contract with Sovereign
2. Liberty Comes from the Social Contract
D. How Should Government Work?

1. Absolute Monarch (Benevolent) 
2. Average Citizens Don’t Know Enough to Help Gov’t 

IV. John Locke (1632-1704)

A. Career Philosopher, Parliamentarian

B. What is the “Natural State of Man”?

                             1. Absolute Freedom & Equality (good & bad)
                             2. Humans Still Have Natural Rights

C. What is the “Social Contract”?

                            1. Consent is the Basis of Political Power

a. Power comes from the people

                            2. Laws Protect Natural Rights of the People

b. Gov’t creates minimum standards to maximize liberty

D. How Should Government Work?

                                1. Elite Democracy – by landowners

                    2. No Property = No Representation 
V. Baron de Montesquieu (1689-1755)

A. French Aristocrat, Novelist, Philosophe 

B. What is the “Natural State of Man”?  

                              1. Humans Inherently Fearful
            2. Government is Formed for Mutual Protection

C. What is the “Social Contract”?
       1. Government Maintains Order, Liberty, & Property

       2. Liberty = the right to do what the laws permit w/o interference  
D. How Should Government Work?

                              1. Separation of Powers / Checks and Balances

a. Bicameral Legislature 

b. Executive (Monarch)

c. Judicial (controlled by Executive)

                              2. Participatory Democracy

VI.      Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

A. Swiss Author, Revolutionary, Scoundrel 

B. What is the “Natural State of Man”?

1. Humans inherently peaceful

2. Act out of self-interest but also compassion

C. What is the “Social Contract”?

1. Government represents the collective will of the people

2. Government that denies collective will should be replaced

D. How Should Government Work?

      1.  Pluralist Democracy

      2.  Requires dedication and engagement from citizens

